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Whenever change is enacted, there is always concern by those
affected. This is true of any change
whether it turns out to be positive or
negative. We as human beings are
averse to change. Strangely, however, change is the only true constant
in the human experience. According
to George Bernard Shaw, “Progress
is impossible without change, and
those who cannot change their minds
cannot change anything.”
The electrical business is in
a constant state of change. We must
be nimble and deal with changing
weather conditions, changing regulations, changing safety requirements,
and changes in how and when folks
use the service we provide. With
these changes comes a continual upward pressure on the cost to provide
this service.
There are two factors to
consider regarding how to cover
these costs. They are fairness to all
concerned and the financial security
of the District. In terms of fairness,
whatever decision is made must be as
fair as possible. We use cost of service studies to determine how much
of the costs each rate class is
covering. I like to consider what I
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call a “cost causation” theory. Essentially, whatever causes the cost
increase should pay for it; or in other
words, each pays for their actual
share as closely as possible every
time.
CCPPD is at a crossroads in
terms of rates. Our traditional method of collecting the revenue needed
to operate the District does not meet
the changing environment of today’s
energy environment. We are dependent upon the kilowatt-hour charges
to raise the needed revenue. Due to
this, we are highly weather dependent. If it’s cold in the winter, we sell
a lot of kilowatt-hours and might
over-collect what we need for revenue for that period. This also hurts
you, the customer-owner, because as
the weather drives you to use more
kilowatt-hours, you get a higher bill
than you budgeted for and something
must give. The same can and does
happen during an exceptionally hot
summer. Not good for either party.
Therefore, gaining some stability
across the year would be beneficial
for all.
A factor that is somewhat
beyond our control is the wholesale
cost of power. These costs have three
components: energy, demand, and
transmission. Energy is the kilowatt-hours purchased, demand is the
overall wattage of power demanded
from the system at a given time, and
transmission is the cost of getting the
power delivered to Cuming County.
Energy costs have been stable over
the past few years. Demand is variable and is now a costly piece of the
overall power bill due to a hot July
last summer and high usage during
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that period. Transmission has been
increasing at a steady clip of 5%
per year since I have been at CCPPD. Transmission has cost CCPPD
an additional $300,000 since the
last rate increase. We were able to
avoid passing this cost along to our
customer-owners by controlling
fixed costs and looking at all expenses to avoid continual increases
that would be unfavorable to our
customer-owners.
At this point, I need you to
know that the Board and Management of CCPPD will be considering options for rates going forward. Discussions have begun and
a recommendation will be given at
the March or April Board meeting.
Likely, there will be an increase in
the capacity or facility charge that
customers pay each month. This
is the area that the fixed aspect of
transmission costs is most closely
reflected. We will do what we can
to minimize this increase and will
make every attempt to assure that
it is fair to all involved.
J. Sidlow Baxter wisely
asked and answered, “What is the
difference between an obstacle
and an opportunity? Our attitude
toward it. Every opportunity has a
difficulty, and every difficulty has
an opportunity.” We are going to
do our best to take this opportunity
to provide you with a bill that is
easier to budget for and provides
CCPPD with the needed revenues
to continue providing you with
service that we hope is valuable to
you. Please reach out to me if you
have any comments or questions.
Have a great month!
www.ccppd.com

Around the District...

CCPPD linemen from left: Gene Cihacek,
Willy Anderson, Austin Koehlmoos, Jess Hunke,
Brian Throener, Tristan Bettenhausen,
Scott Haber and Scott Case. (not pictured Jim Yosten)

CCPPD board from left: Ed Kaup,
Leroy Mostek, Danny Kluthe, Dennis Weiler,
Fred Schneider and Greg Strehle.

CCPPD office from left: Kinzey Doggett, Monte Draper,
Mary Troyer, Tisha Wilson, Sarah McGill, Kari Haase,
Nicki White, Sheena Kampschneider, and Chet McWhorter.

Gene Cihacek & Austin Koehlmoos trimming trees along
a country road. These precautions keep trees from
causing outages during storms.
www.ccppd.com
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Two Schmader Electric trucks changing
out poles and upgrading power lines in Beemer.
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Save Money & Energy Through the EnergyWiseSM Program
$200-$1,700

$0.15/ sq. ft.

HIGH EFFICIENCY HEAT PUMP
DIRECT INCENTIVE or
LOW-INTEREST LOAN

RESIDENTIAL ATTIC INSULATION

Or

$30

$200-$500

COOLING SYSTEM TUNE-UP

HEAT PUMP WATER HEATER

There are also incentives available for Commercial Prescriptive Lighting,
Commercial Heat Pumps, an Electric Vehicle charging station pilot
program and other energy saving improvements.
Check our website (ccppd.com) under the Customer Services tab
or call the office at 402-372-2463 for more information.
www.ccppd.com
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Featured CCPPD Employee
NREA Manager

Gene Cihacek

Kim Christiansen
Kim Christiansen, the Nebraska Rural Electric
Association’s Manager, attended the CCPPD
February board meeting. She talked about
trends in the industry and what she would
like to accomplish at NREA.

Gene Cihacek began
his employment at
Cuming County Public
Power District in 1994.
He came to us from
Omaha Public Power
District after his 20
years there. Through
his years with both
utilities he worked in
underground construction and has experienced many changes in the industry.
Gene has restored power in many weathCCPPD BOARD
er conditions;
Greg Strehle, President
such as ice
402-380-3659
storms, blizzards, floods
Leroy Mostek, Vice President
and the Oma402-528-3872
ha tornado of
Ed Kaup, Treasurer
1975.
402-372-2966
Many
Dennis Weiler, Secretary
of our safety
402-372-2713
demonstraFred Schneider
tions have been
402-528-3683
taught by Gene as seen in the picture above.
Danny Kluthe
He has been to schools, fire and rescue meet402-693-2833
ings, the Cuming County Fair and has taught
safety many times for customers and friends
Regular meetings of the CCPPD Board are normally held on
for our celebrations.
the second Wednesday of each month at the CCPPD office.
Gene and his wife Linda live just outside of West Point on an acreage. They have
Please visit our website at
four children; Angela and her husband Shawn
www.ccppd.com
Roeber and daughter Josie live in Omaha, NeFind us on Facebook: facebook.com/CCPPD
braska. Jenn and her husband Troy Olson and
Twitter: @CumingCountyPPD
their twin daughters Tinley and Rawley and a
Blog: ccppd.blogspot.com
Online
billpay,
tips to save on your electric bill,
son Huxley live in Lincoln, Nebraska. Their son
newsletters, and so much more on our website!
Aaron and wife Ashley live in Omaha, Nebraska. And their daughter Jessica and husband
Cody Gill and twins Cecilia and Sullivan live in
Omaha, Nebraska as well.
Gene enjoys spending time with family
Love the work.
and spoiling the grandchildren. He also enjoys
fishing, motorcycling, yard work, gardening
Respect the work.
and dabbling in woodworking. Volunteering
for many community events and in church activities also shows his kind heart. Please help
me in thanking Gene for his dedicated service
to the District.
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