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A Few Words From GM, Chet McWhorter
		
One of the reasons that I
love working in public power is
that we are part of the
community. CCPPD has been to
nearly every school and many
fire departments to share the
potential hazards of electricity.
We utilize a high voltage
demonstration trailer and a
smaller demonstration board that
operates at 7200 Volts, the same voltage as our
distribution system. We have had the opportunity to
reach young children and teach them early about the hazards of electricity and how truly dangerous it can be. We
also have been present at the fair and at Ag
Appreciation and several other events to educate and
try to prevent tragedy. As a lineman, one of my favorite
tasks was to participate in these demonstrations,
especially for the kids. I know the lineman at CCPPD
have a lot of fun offering this training as well.
Unfortunately, no matter how hard we try to avoid
incidents involving the public and our lines, they still
occur.
The most troubling thing that I have encountered
since my arrival at CCPPD is the number of incidents
that occur involving
CCPPD poles and
the public. It’s troubling because of the
massive potential for
serious or fatal injury
surrounding these
incidents. With the
ever-increasing size
of equipment, height
of augers, and speed
of vehicles it is understandable that more incidents might
occur, but just because it is understandable does not
mean we should accept it. To bring more attention to this
issue, there are a few photos accompanying this article
and I beg each of you to look them over and consider the
hazards.
The first thing to do should you come upon an
accident scene or make contact with poles, wires, or enclosures while driving any equipment or vehicle is to call
911 and/or CCPPD. We want to know even if the pole is
still standing as it may be damaged and fall later and hurt

someone else. Stay in the equipment or vehicle unless
there is a fire. Electric voltage will disperse in ripples
away from the point where electricity is going to ground,
and anyone crossing the area or touching the wires, could
be severely or fatally injured. People inside the vehicle
in such an accident are safe, because they are not the
path to ground. So, if there is a fire, hop away with your
feet as close together as possible to reduce the exposure
to the ripples of voltage that could be pulsing through
the soil. Never assume
that because a wire is
laying on the ground
that it is deenergized.
The equipment that
operates to clear lines
when they are on the
ground or broken isn’t
infallible.
It’s important to remember that our linemen, who
have years of training to work on electrical lines, will
not touch wires with their bare hands or any part of their
body without testing them as de-energized and
effectively grounding them to bring them to a safe
potential. If you see the linemen out working on the
lines, most of the time they are in an insulated
bucket truck and are wearing insulated rubber gloves and
sleeves that are tested monthly and inspected before each
use to ensure their safety. If they come to the scene of
your accident, they are likely to tell you to stay put while
they go and make sure the line is de-energized and place
grounds on the line so that the rescuers can safely enter
the scene to help you.
Safety is a core value of all of us at CCPPD. This
value is not limited to the employees of CCPPD. Anyone
travelling through or living in our service territory
deserves to be safe. It is my hope that someone reading
this will one day be saved from a tragedy or will save
another from a tragedy by
following the advice laid out.
As it has been said, “Electricity
is an ever-patient force waiting
to remind the unwary.” Please
be aware of your surroundings
and be cautious when you’re
near power poles, lines, or any
other related equipment. Thank
for reading and stay safe!
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Around the District

The CCPPD linemen worked on changing out power poles along Highway 91.

Jess & Tristan installing
irrigation meter loops a few
miles southeast of the Dead
Timber State Recreation Area.

The CCPPD Service Territory. Serving Cuming, portions of
Burt, Colfax, Dodge, Wayne, Thurston & Stanton Counties.
Our customers are some of the best!

Another picture of Jess &
Tristan installing irrigation
meter loops.

Utility Asset Management, Inc. tested over 1,500 power poles in our service territory in June. Their company is located in Denver, CO.

www.ccppd.com		
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CCPPD ’s Operation Round-Up ® Fund
Round Up Your Electric Bill

People helping others is a rural way of life.
Cuming County Public Power District has a unique way to
help others in our area.
It’s called Operation Round-Up®. The program lets
customers round up their electric bill to the next highest
dollar amount, with the spare change going to a host of
individuals and organizations that apply for funding.
The program was started in 1989 by South
Carolina’s Palmetto Electric Cooperative. It quickly spread
across the country as an inexpensive way for customers to
make a difference.
It’s a small price to pay. The most it can cost in a
given month is 99 cents, though it could be as little as a
penny. The average amount is 45 cents, and most
customers will pay around $6 a year.
These nickels and dimes make a huge difference. A
five-member board volunteers their time and decides where
the money is distributed. Our current Operation RoundUp® board members are Cindi Peters (Bancroft area), Brooke

Next meeting is Wednesday,
September 29, 2021.

Authorization Form
Choose one Option:

o Yes, I would like to participate in the Operation
Round-Up® Program. I wish to have my monthly
electric bill rounded up to the next highest dollar.
o Yes, I would like to participate in the Operation
Round-Up® Program. I wish to contribute $________
per month to the Operation Round-Up® Program,
and the amount will be added to my monthly electric bill.
Name:_____________________________________
Address: ___________________________________
City: ____________________ State: ____ Zip:_____
Email:_____________________________________
Phone:____________________________________
Account Number:____________________________

Fullner (Beemer area), Brenda Duhsmann (West Point area),
Kay Raabe (Wisner area) and Danielle Ortmeier (Dodge area).
CCPPD started our Operation Round-Up® program in
1999. Since then many area organizations and individuals have
received funding. Since the program was founded, total amount
Please return to:
awarded is: $248,408.92.
CCPPD i PO Box 256 i West Point NE 68788
Thank you to all of our customers that are part of this
Please
call with any questions: 402-372-2463
great program that helps so many in our area!
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Power Pole Change-Out

CCPPD Linemen worked on moving a power pole near Howells

These are grounds on a C1 3-Phase Power
Pole which ensures no power is going to the
line where the linemen are working.

This is the Flying Dead-End which cuts
off power behind it so the linemen
can work safely.

Willy, Tristan, Austin, Eric, Jess, Tyson and
Brian all preparing to move the power
pole further to the north.

Setting the pole in
the new location.
Willy & Tyson are
filling in the area
where it once was.
Brian, just left of the digger, is controlling it with
the Remote Pack connected around his waist.
Jess is helping guide to the correct location.

The linemen are in the process of moving the pole.
Austin has the crossarm ready to install & Tristan
is in the far bucket holding the power lines steady.

Left: Eric is using a Plumb
Bob Tool that’s been around
since the time of ancient
Egypt to make sure the pole
is plumb or verticle.

Right: Brian is using a
Cant Hook to turn the pole
to the correct position to
attach the power lines to the
crossarm above.

Left: Eric is using a Tamp or
Tamper to compact the rock
and dirt to make sure the
power pole stays in place.
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