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Cuming County Public Power District

A Message from our General Manager
Chet McWhorter

	 From time to time, we get questions about why we 
have an irrigation Load Control program. The short answer 
is that it helps reduce stress on both our system and the 
Nebraska Public Power District (NPPD) system. By shift-
ing some irrigation use to later in the evening, we can ease 
the load on the equipment that delivers electricity and help 
lower the risk of outages. That matters even more during 
hot weather, when electric systems don’t run as efficiently 
and are more likely to be pushed to their limits. Since 
Nebraska’s highest electric demand usually happens on the 
hottest summer days, reducing load during those times is 
an important part of keeping the system reliable. To make 
the program worthwhile for irrigators as well, CCPPD—
along with other rural electric providers in Nebraska—of-
fers a reduced rate to customers who participate in irriga-
tion Load Control.
	 Another part of Load Control that can be a little 
harder to explain is how it affects our wholesale power bill. 
Just like you receive an electric bill with different charges 
on it, CCPPD does too. The two main pieces of our bill are 
demand, which is measured in kilowatts (kW), and energy, 
which is measured in kilowatt-hours (kWh). Our total 
cost is split about evenly between those two categories. 
Load Control mostly affects the demand, or kW, side of the 
bill. On top of that, NPPD also charges several ancillary ser-
vices that are based on the peak kW each wholesale cus-
tomer sets. That peak is calculated by averaging the four 
highest demand hours during the summer months (June 
through September) and the rest of the winter months. 
Because of that, one of the main goals of Load Control is to 
reduce those four peak billing hours.
	 The Load Control program itself is managed by 
NPPD. We receive messages from NPPD dispatchers that 
estimate when load control may be needed on a given day, 
and we pass that information along to participating cus-
tomers so you can plan as much as possible. But as many of 

you know, those times are only estimates. On a lot of days, 
NPPD sends updated messages that push the control hours 
later. That can be both good and frustrating. On the posi-
tive side, it may give you more time to keep operating. On 
the other hand, it can be hard not knowing exactly when 
power to your pumps will be interrupted. In the end, both 
our goal and NPPD’s goal are the same: to let you operate as 
much as possible while still protecting the electric system. 
In a perfect world, we’d only need a few hours of control all 
year. In 2021, for example, there were only about 12 hours. 
This year, with ongoing drought and warm temperatures, I 
expect we may see more than that. As always, a timely rain 
would surely help.
	 At the end of the day, Load Control is another 
example of Nebraskans working together to help one 
another. Like a lot of worthwhile things, it can sometimes 
be difficult and take extra effort, but I truly appreciate the 
willingness of our irrigators to take part in this important 
program. Agriculture is the lifeblood of Nebraska, and it 
has played a big role in shaping public power in our state—
and it still does today. That connection is something spe-
cial. Thanks for taking the time to read this, and as always, 
please let me know if you have any questions, comments, or 
concerns. Have a great summer

Why we Need Irrigation Load Control
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Artistic Talent
Jeanette Johnson

	 Art has always been an important part of 
Jeanette Johnson’s life. She attributes her natural tal-
ent to her mother and to influences from her grade 
school and high school art teachers, who helped 
shape her desire to pursue a career in the arts. 
	 Having grown up in Dodge, Johnson now 
operates her art business out of her home studio on 
the family farm southwest of town. She is thankful 
she has been able to find success in her hometown 
and give back to the community by volunteering her 
talents. This is where her vision of painting a mural on 
the baseball grandstand started.
	 Johnson has completed mural projects in 
other area towns, including Wayne, NE, Blair, NE, and 
Council Bluffs, IA. “I’m glad I had a few other murals 
under my belt before this one. It was considerably 
larger and more labor-intensive than any other mural 
I’ve worked on before,” said Jeanette. “I knew I had to 
get it right – it’s my hometown!”
	 Approximately 15 volunteers helped at various 
points in the project, preparing the surface, repairing 
the grandstand, transferring images and painting sec-
ond or third coats to help speed up the timeline. Ac-
cording to Johnson, “The amount of engagement this 
project has generated is great. People came up while 
we were working to see the progress and comment 
on how it makes the park look refreshed. Murals in 
public art are having a resurgence, and I’m excited to 
be part of the movement.” 
	 At two separate times throughout the project, 
power to the grandstand needed to be disconnected 
for the safety of those working near the hookup. 
Cuming County Public Power District linemen aided 
by turning off power when the Village of Dodge 
prepped the space, and while Jeanette painted near 
the hookups. When electricity was unavailable or out 
of reach, Jeanette used an electronic power station to 
run her paint sprayer, boom lift, projector, and re-
charge her other electronics. 
	 This mural project was completed with sup-
port from local funding sources, including the Dodge 
Area Community Fund, the Nebraska Community 
Foundation, the Fremont Area Visitors Bureau, among 
others.
	 With unusually dry weather and warm tem-
peratures, Jeanette, with help from her husband, Jor-
dan, completed this project in under five weeks – just 
in time for the opening night of the baseball season. 
Community responses have been absolutely tremen-
dous. She has had people reach out about how great 
it looks and how impactful it will be for Dodge.

Thank you to community members that came to help paint: Annaleece Beason, 
Sherilee Dannevik, Crystal Hunke, Paisley Hunke, Jeanette Johnson, Anita Klitz, 
Lynn Mandel and Becky Stecher. 

Thank you to the CCPPD linemen for coming to cut power to the power 
line that Jeanette was working near for the mural. 

A final picture of the mural on the grandstand at the Dodge Baseball field by 
Jeanette Johnson. 
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Employee Spotlights

Sheena KampschneiderChet McWhorter

	 Each month we will spotlight two employees at Cuming County Public Power District. Please help us thank 
them for their dedication.

  Chet McWhorter is the 
Cuming County Public 
Power District General 
Manager. He began his 
career at CCPPD  in Sep-
tember of 2014. He has 
over 35 years of experience 
in the electrical industry. 
Previously, he was the Line 
Superintendent and Safety 
Director at Ravalli Electric 
Cooperative in Corvallis, 

Montana.  	
	 Chet is involved with many different organiza-
tions in the community. He is on the St. Francis Hospi-
tal Board, is involved with the West Point Chamber by 
being the past president and is a board member for the 
Cuming County Economic Development.  
	 When not working, he enjoys being outside, 
watching sporting events, working on his home, and 
most of all spending time with family. He and his wife, 
Sheila, live in West Point and have three kids: D’Aari-
on, Bailey and Cassidy. D’Aarion and Bailey both still 
reside in Montana as they were starting college when 
they moved to Nebraska. Cassidy lives in Omaha. 		
	 Please help us thank Chet for his dedicated 
service to Cuming County Public Power District. 

	 Sheena Kampschneider 
started at Cuming County 
Public Power District on 
July 9, 2012. She gradu-
ated with a bachelor’s de-
gree in Human Resource 
Management. 
	 Sheena currently is the 
Human Resources/Bill-
ing Supervisor. She is also 

a member of  the safety and wellness committees 
at CCPPD.
	 Sheena grew up in Spencer, Nebraska. She 
and her husband, Adam, live in West Point with 
their two children; Karter and Roewen. Karter 
will be a Freshman and Roewen will be in 7th 
grade. 
	 She enjoys watching her kids activities, 
watching sports, going to movies, playing golf, 
spending time with family & friends and walking 
her dog. 
	 Please help us thank Sheena for her dedi-
cated service to Cuming County Public Power 
District. 
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Leroy Mostek 
Vice President 

402-380-8803

Tina Biteghe Bi Ndong
Director

402-380-1649

Brad Petersen 
Secretary

402-404-0588

Greg Strehle
President 

402-380-3659

Danny Kluthe
Director

402-720-3425

Sonya Arduser 
Treasurer

402-649-8113

Find us on Facebook, X (Twitter) and Instagram     CCPPD Incentives: CCPPD.ENERGYWISENEBRASKA.COM

CCPPD Board Meetings: Second Wednesday of the month at 
the CCPPD Office at 500 S Main Street West Point NE 68788
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	   Konner Bourek 
started at Cuming 
County Public Power 
District as our 
summer intern on 
June 15, 2026. He 
is originally from 
Clarkson, Nebraska. 
His work experience 
includes Northeast 
Nebraska Automation. 

	 Konner had an interest in utility line, but 
didn’t have much of a background in the industry. 
He said he was persuaded a bit by his uncle. He will 
be attending Northeast Community College next 
year in the Utility Line Program. 
	 Hunting, golfing and fishing are among 
things he enjoys outside of work. He also enjoys 
living on a farm where they raise cattle. 
	 Please help us welcome Konner Bourek to 
Cuming County Public Power District. 

Summer Intern
Konner Bourek

Protect those above by knowing what’s below                             Call 811 or 800-331-5666 before you dig 

Around the District
Talking Safety

4-H  Adventure 
Day. Willy and 
Eric talked to 
the kids about 
electrical safety. 
Thanks for the 
attention and 
great questions. 

h Penalty charges (if bills are paid 
after the due date) will increase to 
the greater of 10% or a maximum of 
$40 per account. 
h In addition, if an account 
is put on idle rate, the owner shall 
pay one-half of the customer charge 
per month per service.

Starting June 1st, 2026


