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A Message from our GM, Chet McWhorter
In the very early morning
hours of November 10, 2020, a brutal
ice storm swept through Cuming
County Public Power District’s service territory. Within a few hours we
were dealing with hundreds of power
outages with everything from broken
poles and wires to trees through and in
lines and various other destruction. It
became quickly apparent that we were
going to be in for a protracted struggle
against the weather to get folks back in
power in any type of short order. See
the linemen went out right away, like
they always do, to get to work to put
up lines and get folks running again.
The struggle with ice is that as the rain
and snow continue the lines get heavier and heavier. Eventually the strain of
this weight finds the weak spots in the
lines, and something will give way and
we have an outage. The linemen run
from weak spot to weak spot putting
things back together and restoring
service but, until the ice clears from
the lines we are basically just being
hopeful that these efforts will yield
permanent positive results.
As stated, we knew we were in
trouble. We are very fortunate to have
great neighbors. We have mutual aid
agreements with all utilities in Nebraska, so we had neighboring utilities that
were unaffected by the ice that were
willing to help. Early in the morning
of November 10th, Cedar-Knox Public
Power District out of Hartington,
Northeast Power from Wayne, and
Elkhorn Rural Public Power District
out of Battle Creek all came to our
aid. They sent men, materials, and
equipment down to help us safely
restore power to our district. Without
the help of our neighbors, the outage
would have stretched out for many
more days. It is a great feeling to know
that we have folks that care about our

community as much as we do that are
willing to step away from their day
to day lives to help out. Thank you so
much for your help neighbors!
By midday on November
11th, Veteran’s Day, the ice started to
melt. This is good and bad for power
lines. The ice has to come off at some
point for things to normalize but when
it melts and falls from the lines, the ice
isn’t uniform. You’ve likely seen the
ice chunks flying from the sky. As the
chunks fall, the sag of the wires changes and lines knock together, wrap
together, break, etc. The end result is
a whole stack of new outages. At one
point on Veteran’s Day we had over
half of the District out of power. Even
though we know this will happen,
it’s always disheartening to the folks
working to restore power. Imagine that
you’ve been hammering away at a task
for the last day and a half and you’re
gaining on it only to find out that some
of the places that you already fixed are
now broken again and you have a list
of places to go that is longer than your
arm. That is what our linemen and
operations management faced in this
storm. Thankfully, we have decades of
experience dealing with these issues
and our cooler heads prevailed. We
simply reassessed the situation and
began the task of restoring service
anew. Again, I’m very blessed to work
with an excellent group of professionals that are great at their jobs. I’m in
awe of their care for community and
their willingness to cooperate with one
another to get things accomplished. I
work with the best people!
Readers of my newsletter articles know that I find a lot of comfort,
creativity, and inspiration from the
words of others. When I find myself
trying to make sense out of the history we are living, I am comforted by
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looking back to the ideas that leaders
who came before us. Right now, we
are a divided nation. It is doubtful
that in the history of the U.S. that
there was greater division excepting
the Civil War era. That isn’t a part of
history that any of us should want to
relive. As I’ve stated before, there’s a
Chinese curse that states: “may you
live in interesting times.” I for one
am tired of interesting times! That all
stated, in times of trial people tend to
let their differences rest for a bit. If
we as a community, state, and nation
could remember the important stuff
and not get hung up in the minutia of
life, we’d find we are not as divided as
we probably think. If four independent
power districts can come together and
agree that the most important thing is
to safely restore power regardless of
preferences, we as a community can
decide and agree to come together to
fix the important, needed things as
well. Something to think about.
Isaiah 52:7 states, “How
lovely on the mountains are the feet of
him who brings good news, who announces peace and brings good news
of happiness...” I hope you have lovely
feet! I hope you are one who will announce and be at peace. I want to take
this opportunity to wish you and yours
a wonderfully Merry Christmas and
a safe, healthy, and prosperous New
Year!
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Contest Winners: Sarah Besmer, Dana Meiergerd, Jennifer Praest & Bonny Emanuel
Thank you to all who submitted photos for our October Contest. Each winner received $25 off their
CCPPD electric bill. We used wheelofnames.com to randomly select the winners. We loved seeing all
of the local photos! How fun! (See all the photos on our facebook page: www.facebook.com/CCPPD)

www.ccppd.com		

Page 2

Cuming County Public Power District ~ December 2020

www.ccppd.com					

Page 3

Cuming County Public Power District ~ December 2020

November 10, 2020 Ice Storm
We had quite the ice storm hit us. It took down power lines and poles across the CCPPD service territory. We want to
extend a huge thank you to our CCPPD linemen & employees, Northeast Power, Cedar Knox PPD and Elkhorn RPPD.
We are so thankful for everyone working together to restore power. We also want to thank all those that donated food and
drinks. Thank you also to our customers for your patience! We have such great customers, friends and neighbors!

CCPPD Outage Map

CCPPD Linemen & Northeast Power Getting Ready for the Day

Cedar Knox PPD

Chris from FirstWireless came during
the storm to get our radios working.
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Elkhorn RPPD

Northeast Power
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