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A Few Words From CCPPD GM, Chet McWhorter

One of the reasons that I love working
in public power is that we are part of the community. CCPPD has been to nearly every school
and many fire departments to share the potential
hazards of electricity. We utilize a high voltage
demonstration trailer and a smaller demonstration board that operates at 7200 Volts, the same
voltage as our distribution system. We have had
the opportunity to reach young children and teach
them early about the hazards of electricity and
how truly dangerous it can be. We also have been
present at the fair, Ag Appreciation and several
other events to educate and try to prevent tragedy. As a lineman, one of my favorite tasks was to
participate in these demonstrations, especially for
the kids. I know the linemen at CCPPD have a lot
of fun offering this training as well. Unfortunately, no matter how hard we try to avoid incidents
involving the public and our lines, they still
occur.
The most troubling thing that I have
encountered since my
arrival at CCPPD is the
number of incidents
that occur involving
CCPPD poles and the
public. It’s troubling
because of the massive
potential for serious or
fatal injury surrounding
these incidents. With
the ever-increasing size
of equipment, height of augers, and speed of
vehicles, it is understandable that more incidents
might occur, but just because it is understandable
does not mean we should accept it.
The first thing to do should you come
upon an accident scene or make contact with
poles, wires, or enclosures yourself while driving any equipment or vehicle, is to call 911 and/
or CCPPD. We want to know even if the pole is
still standing as it may be damaged and could
fall later and hurt someone. Stay in the equipment or vehicle unless there is a fire. Electric
voltage will disperse in ripples away from the
point where electricity is going to ground, and
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anyone crossing the area or
touching the wires, could be
severely or fatally injured.
People inside the vehicle
in such an accident are safe
because they are not the path
to ground. So, if there is a
fire, hop away with your feet
as close together as possible
to reduce the exposure to
the ripples of voltage that could be pulsing through the
soil. Never assume that because a wire is laying on the
ground that it is de-energized. The equipment that operates to clear lines when they are on the ground or broken
isn’t infallible.
It’s important to remember that our linemen, who
have years of training to work on electrical lines, will
not touch wires with their bare hands or any part of their
body without testing them as de-energized and effectively grounding them to bring
them to a safe potential.
If you see the linemen out
working on the lines, most
of the time they are in an
insulated bucket truck and
are wearing insulated rubber
gloves and sleeves that are
tested monthly and inspected
before each use to ensure
their safety. If they come to
the scene of your accident,
they are likely to tell you to
stay put while they go and
make sure the line is de-energized and place grounds on
the line so that rescuers can safely enter the scene to help
you.
Safety is a core value to all of us at CCPPD. This
value is not limited to the employees of CCPPD. Anyone travelling through or living in our service territory
deserves to be safe. It is my hope that someone reading
this will one day be saved from a tragedy or will save
another from a tragedy by following the advice laid out.
As it has been said, “Electricity is an ever-patient force
waiting to remind the unwary.” Please be aware of your
surroundings and be cautious when you’re near power
poles, lines, or any other related equipment. Thank for
reading and stay safe!
Facebook: facebook.com/CCPPD

Instagram: cumingcoppd

Changing out a Power Pole
Highway 275 Change Out

The CCPPD linemen
worked on a power pole
change out along US
Highway 275
near West Point.

For added protection
around power lines, the
linemen use rubber
blankets & rubber hoses.
(See picture at left)

A Century of Fun for Everyone
Cuming County Fair
August 11-14, 2022

www.cumingcountyfair.com

So many events happening!
Don’t miss out!
Picture to the Right: This is the 1880’s circus wagon
belonging to the Cuming County Ag Society.
In years past, it would sit near the depot or be pulled
through the parade at the Cuming County Fair.
It is currently being restored by Hansen Wheel
& Wagon Shop out of Letcher, SD.
You can follow its progress on facebook:
@HansenWheelShop.
www.ccppd.com		
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5 IDEAS

to stay safe in extreme heat
The dog days of summer
typically bring the warmest, sultriest temperatures of the year. Even
if you’re a summertime enthusiast,
it’s important to stay cool during
extreme heat.
According to the Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention
(CDC), more than 700 people die
from extreme heat every year in the
U.S.
Factors like obesity, age
and alcohol intake can impact how
a person reacts to extreme heat.
High humidity also contributes
to heat-related illness because we
don’t sweat as quickly - meaning
our bodies can’t release heat as fast
when humidity levels are high.
Take extra steps to cool off,
keep hydrated and stay informed.
Here are five tips recommended
by the CDC to help you stay cool
during extremely warm weather:
Stay in an air-conditioned home or building as much
as possible. Limit outdoor activity,
especially midday when the sun is
hottest.
If you must be outdoors, wear loose, light colored
clothing and apply sunscreen often.
Drink more water
than usual. Don’t wait until you’re
thirsty to drink more. Always stay
hydrated.
Take cold showers or
baths to cool down.
Avoid using the oven
or stove to cook. These appliances
add heat to your home. Try using
the microwave or a slow cooker
instead.

1.

Remember to look after
those who need extra help. People 65 years of age or older are at
greater risk of heat-related illness.
Check on your senior neighbors
and friends often. Children under
the age of two and pets are also
more susceptible to heat stroke.
Never leave a child or pet in a vehicle, even if only for a minute.

If you work outdoors, use
a buddy system to monitor your
co-workers and have someone do
the same for you!
Heat-induced illness can
happen to anyone, even to those
who are perfectly healthy. If you’re
outdoors during extremely warm
weather, monitor how you’re feeling, stay hydrated and keep an eye
on those around you.

2.
3.

4.
5.

www.ccppd.com					
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Save a Life

Avoid distractions while driving

Some temptations are hard to resist. While driving, we typically hear that “ding” on our phone, alerting
us to a text or call coming through, and we sometimes
feel the urgent need to check it. We know we shouldn’t,
but we reason that we’re going to make an exception––
just this once.
So, why do we indulge in behavior we know
to be wrong, dangerous and in many states, illegal?
According to AAA research, most people feel they are
better-than-average drivers. After-all, we have busy lives
and are accustomed to multitasking. But mounds of research and thousands of deaths every year prove otherwise.
August is Back to School Safety Month. As a
new school year begins with young drivers and school
buses back on the road, this is a great time to remind
everyone of the dangers of distracted driving.
The reality is that using a phone while driving
creates enormous potential for injuries and fatalities.
Distractions take a motorist’s attention off driving, which
can make a driver miss critical events, objects and cues,
potentially leading to a crash.
According to the National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration, one of every 10 fatal crashes in the U.S.
involves distracted driving, resulting in more than 3,000
deaths annually. This statistic is heartbreaking considering so many of these accidents could easily be avoided if
we’d simply put down our phones while driving.
Distracted driving is considered any activity that
diverts our attention, including texting or talking on the
phone, and adjusting the navigation or entertainment
system. Texting is by far one of the most dangerous distractions. Sending or reading one text takes your eyes off

the road for an average of five seconds. At 55 mph, that's
like driving the length of an entire football field with
your eyes closed.
In addition to refraining from texting while driving, we can help keep the roads safe by moving over for
first responders and other emergency vehicles. Additionally, if you see utility crews conducting work near the
roadside, please move over when possible and give them
extra space to perform their work safely.
At Cuming County Public Power District, safety
is foremost in everything we do––for our employees and
the members of the communities we serve. We routinely
remind our crews of the dangers of distracted driving,
and we hope you’ll have similar conversations with your
teens who may be new to the roadways and are especially susceptible to the lure of technology.
Let’s work together to keep everyone safe on the roads.
Remember: that text can wait and waiting just might
save a life!
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